Sponsored by: Council Member Jerry Cleworth
Introduced: July 20, 2009

ORDINANCE NO. 5779, As Amended

AN ORDINANCE PLACING THE QUESTION OF EXEMPTION FROM THE ALASKA
PUBLIC OFFICIAL FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE LAW (AS 39.50) BEFORE THE CITY
VOTERS FOR THE OCTOBER 6, 2009 REGULAR ELECTION AND PROVIDING FOR
LOCAL ADOPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL DISCLOSURE.

WHEREAS, in 2007, the State of Alaska amended its public official financial disclosure
law in a manner that significantly increases the burden on local public officials;

WHEREAS, among the 2008-09 legislative priorities, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of
Commerce formally supported removing requirements that are obstacles from members of the
business community from participating in public service; and

WHEREAS, the 2009 Alaska Municipal League Policy Statement supported amendment
to state statute to repeal the 2007 changes to the financial disclosure rules; and

WHEREAS, the legislature has not acted on the requests to return to the past provisions;
and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Public Official Financial Disclosure statutes (Alaska Statutes
Chapter. 39.50) authorize municipalities to “opt-out” of the state law by a majority vote at a
regular municipal election; many of Alaska’s 200+ communities have elected to “opt-out” of the
state system without negative effects; and

WHEREAS, local provisions can be enacted by ordinance which mirror the prior state
statute to assure public access, accountability, and continue the public trust by requiring officials
in their official acts to disclose private or business interests over $1,000; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City Council to adopt local standards regarding Public
Official disclosure that will be applied in the same manner as standards adopted by the Fairbanks
North Star Borough for its Public Officials so as to eliminate confusion; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance does not seek exemption from the campaign disclosure
statutes provided in Alaska Statutes Chapter 15.13.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, as follows:

SECTION 1. That the following question be placed on the ballot for voter consideration at the
October 6, 2009 regular municipal election. The proposition must receive an affirmative vote
from a majority of the qualified voters voting on the question to be approved.






